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his old colleagues, not excluding the Prime Minister
himself. Mr. Balfour had many virtues, but the gift
of leadership was not among them. The ex-Colonial
Secretary soon forced the tariff issue to the front, but
no one knew where Mr. Balfour stood on it, and there
seemed to the ordinary voter to be much truth in the
lines which Sir Wilfrid Lawson put into his mouth:

I'm not for Free Trade, and I'm not for Protec-
tion;

I approve of them both, and to both have
objection.

In going through life, I continually find

It's a terrible business to make up one's mind.

And it's always the best in political fray
To take up the line of the Vicar of Bray.

So, in spite of all comments, reproach and

predictions,
I firmly adhere to Unsettled Convictions.

Matters came to a head in the last months of 1905,
when the Prime Minister was considering an appeal
to the country. At the annual Conference of National
Unionist and Conservative Associations at Newcastle-
on-Tyne on I4th November, Mr. Balfour appealed for
unity, and claimed that his fiscal policy should serve
as a rallying-point for all supporters of the Govern-
ment. Nevertheless, he does not seem to have had
much confidence in the success of his appeal, for he
went to Windsor a few days later and told the King
that he wanted to resign. He was correct in his sur-
mise, for a week after the Prime Minister had spoken